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Agenda

Plenary General Council
n° 2 : May 30-June 8, 2024.
n° 3 : December 2-11.

Ordinary General Council
n° 6 : February 26-March 1, 2024.
n° 7 : April 29-May 7. 
n° 8 : June 10-11. 
n° 9 : September 4-20. 

Fr Ngoa
• January 3-11: Lyon (OGC 

formation), and Nîmes.
• February 21-25: region of Paris. 
• March 4-20: Brazil (canonical visit).

Fr Benoît
• January 3-11: Lyon (OGC 

formation), and Nîmes.
• January 17-February 14: Florence 

(Italian course).
• March 4-27: East Africa.

Fr João
• January 3-11: Lyon (OGC 

formation), and Nîmes.
• January 26-28: Paris (JPIC).

Fr Thierry
• January 3-11: Lyon (OGC 

formation), and Nîmes.
• January 12-17 : Créteil (Orantes).

Fr Étienne
• January 3-11: Lyon (OGC 

formation), and Nîmes.

I was honestly not expecting this message from Bro. Romel a few 
weeks ago: “Fr Ngoa wants to meet with his novices! We will meet 
on Zoom! I hope you can join us!”  I live with one of our General’s 

predecessors, so I have heard stories about the meetings, the trave-
ling…. How much is asked of a brother when he assumes this service 
for his brothers. So naturally I thought, “How does he has time for us?” 

Still today, I am nurturing a deep sense of gratitude for the time we 
spent with our dear Ngoa. All fourteen of us found joy and a renewed 
sense of hope in being together and being with our teacher. We be-
gan by introducing ourselves to one another, for novices from all eight 
years of Ngoa’s ministry were present. We shared the most fruitful ex-
periences and impactful wisdom from our Novitiate. Ngoa also asked 
each brother how we could pray for him in his religious life. In crea-
ting this space for sharing, discovery, and empathy, he showed him-
self to still be an educator at heart. We reminded one another that an 
Assumptionist religious is a religious who freely expresses gratitude for 
everything. We remembered that our novitiate prepared the ground for 
the rest of our religious life and that we should return to its lessons and 
blessings as “the true north” of our journey with Christ.

We are all aware of the challenges of being apostles for the Kingdom 
during this time, and Ngoa allowed us to reflect on these difficulties. 
He even shared that his mission to “incarnate the charism” for his bro-
thers can be daunting at times. But he reminded us, “Dear brothers, the 
Assumption is God’s business!” We need to remember that this charism 
and mission is a gift from Him, a gift that He ultimately nurtures and 
makes flourish (cf. 1 Cor. 3:6). God will help us, all of us, with His 
grace. This grace, for us, is our spiritual cane; as religious we should 
not think that we can walk the paths of the Gospel by ourselves. 

This time of fraternity and remembering was a spiritual cane for us. 
“I feel like I just came from a session of spiritual direction,” one of 
the brothers commented to me shortly after our reunion. Ngoa even 
suggested that we come together again regularly; moments of mutual 
encouragement like this are important for all of us. We are not just 
laborers in different plots of the same vineyard; we are brothers. We 
are grateful to our dear Father Ngoa for this lesson, and for the many 
lessons he will teach us in this new ministry. 

Bro. Daniele CAGLIONI
(Worcester, USA)

“I call you friends”
A General meets with his Novices 

On the cover

It hasn’t happened in a long time: a 
gathering of the religious families of 
the Assumption present in Italy. All 
gathered in our General House, Sunday, 
November 19, 2023, to celebrate 
the “birth day” of our Founder. 
Approximately 40 of our sisters and 
brothers united for prayer, sharing, and 
celebrating Fr. d’Alzon. It was a great 
day!
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EDITORIAL

Fr. Ngoa Ya Tshihemba
Superior General of 

the Augustinians of the 
Assumption

It is not naive optimism

After almost four months in Rome, I 
decided to begin fraternal and canonical 
visits. I have 

started with the Netherlands, where I had the joy 
of meeting all our brothers there together. One 
of them, Fr. Leo van der Klaauw, aged 93, used 
to write a Christmas letter for his brothers 
religious and a few friends. At the very beginning 
of the meeting, he gave me a copy. I was deeply 
touched by this statement: “And there is a future 
for the Assumption in the Netherlands. » Those 
who know the reality of the local Church, and of 
religious life in particular, can understand why 
this 
statement cannot leave anyone indifferent, 
especially since it comes from a 93-year-old 
religious man. 
I am writing this editorial on Christmas Day, just 
upon my arrival at the community of Leuven in 
Belgium, after having celebrated the Eucharist of 
the Nativity of Our Lord with our brothers from 
the community of Woluwe.
Since my meeting with Fr. Leo van der Klaauw 
until today, one question keeps coming up in 
my mind: if a 93-year-old religious can still raise 
his head and look to the future with confidence, 
why not me ? So I celebrated Christmas with that 
in mind, and I spoke about it in my homilies. 
Christmas is a time to grow in hope. It is not 
naive optimism to still hope when even, from 
morning to evening, the news seems to push us 
towards discouragement.
Learning to let yourself be surprised by the 
mercy and grace of God is not a bedtime story. 
How do we surrender and accept God’s will? If 
faith were simply about being reasonable, that 
is to say, to adjust the future to our forecasts, 
however logical they may be, it would not be 
worth the effort embark on this adventure.
One of the signs that show that we are in a kind 
of spiritual fatigue is precisely the loss of  sense 
of wonder. This could be due to many things. 
Often this is due to our very attitude calculator, 
which nourishes the illusion that we already 
know what is going to happen: no centimeter is 
then given to Providence.
In the Notre-Dame de l’Assomption church, run 
by our brothers from the community of Woluwe, 
I celebrated the Christmas night mass with more 
than 400 people. A lively community, which 
seems determined to continue his march and 

that our Assumptionist brothers are always ready 
to accompany. I saw the same thing in The 
Hague, Netherlands, where a new mission is 
beginning.
I am aware of the fragile situation we are going 
through and the importance of discernment 
which must be done at all levels. The desire to 
walk with others is coming true. The General 
Plenary Council continues to be a place that 
promotes unity. The PGC was created precisely 
to “ensure the good of 
the entire body of the Congregation” (RC 194). 
This is why it is up to it to study the problems 
of adaptation posed to our Congregation by the 
evolution of the world and the Church. It must 
also, in this same mission, accordingly establish 
the needs of the Congregation in terms of 
adequate formation, 
specialization linked to the mission of the 
congregation, without forgetting news from 
foundations. I am particularly satisfied with 
the work that has been done in this direction. 
The PGC that we had in December clearly 
demonstrated the desire to consolidate the 
achievements and to continue to find alternatives 
for collaboration for the life and mission of our 
Congregation.
Why not imagine this kind of collaboration at the 
level of the large Assumption family? Think 
nor is the possibility of such collaboration a 
naive optimism. Maybe we shouldn’t wait 
for reality to push us into it without having 
been well prepared. In some countries, this 
collaboration is underway, but in others it still 
needs to be motivated.
 
Our Founder, returning to Jesus’ prayer for his 
disciples, underlines the different levels where 
we can practice this spirit of unity: “Unity, this 
is the supreme good that he wishes for them, the 
last word of 
teachings of his Gospel. It is also the one that I 
propose for your meditations. Our divine Master 
asked for his disciples unity with his sacred 
person, unity in the Catholic Church of which 
they were the first nucleus, the unity between 
them, the unity in their apostolic works. » (ES 
p. 701) Yes, that is possible. The start of the 
year is always a good time for new resolutions, 
here is one: to be optimist, to think that it is still 
possible. n
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■ TO PERPETUAL PROFESSION

1) Jonnathan CUJIGUALLPA TANQUEÑO
(Andean Province) (12/12/2023)
2) Denis Geraldo MARTINS RAMALHO
(Andean Province) (12/12/2023)
3) Daniel MAGIN SAMBONY
(Andean Province) (12/12/2023)

■ TO DIACONATE ORDINATION

4) Felix KERIGA ATUNGA 
(Andean Province) (30/10/2023)

■ TO PRIESTLY ORDINATION

5) Stéphane TRAN QUYET Quyen
(Europe) (10/30/2023)
6) Pierre HO SY Can
(Europe) (10/30/2023) 

■ OPENING OF HOUSES

Fr. Ngoa Ya Tshihemba, Superior General, with the 
agreement of his Plenary General Council, has given 
his approval for the opening of:

- a community at Eldoret (Kenya, Vice-Province of East 
Africa);
- a community at Bura (Kenya, Vice-Province of East 
Africa).

■ RENEWAL OF A MANDATE

Fr. Ngoa Ya Tshihemba, Superior General, with the 
consent of his Plenary General Council, has renewed 
the mandate of Fr Vincent LECLERCQ as Secretary 
General for Formation for three years, until August 
2026.

■ NOMINATIONS OF FORMATORS

Fr. Ngoa Ya Tshihemba, Superior General, with the 
consent of his Plenary General Council, has given his 
approval for the nomination of:

- Fr. José Miguel DÍAZ AYLLÓN as Provincial Formator 
of North America;

- Fr. Marcelo MARCIEL as Superior of CIFA of Buenos 
Aires (Argentina, Andean Province);

- Fr. Louis Martin RAKOTOARILALA as Superior of 
CIFA of Nairobi (Kenya, Vice-Province of East Africa);

 Fr. Alphonse RANDRIAMIZAKA as Superior of the 
Manirisoa Scholasticate of Fianarantsoa (Madagascar);

- Fr. Justin KASEREKA MUNGA as Master of Novices of 
the Pinhal Noviciate (Brazil).

■ NOMINATIONS AT DUE PINI

Fr. Ngoa Ya Tshihemba, Superior General, with the 
consent of his Ordinary General Council, has named:

- Fr. João GOMES DA SILVA, Local Superior of the 
General House in Rome, for a 1st triennium, starting 
September 20, 2023;
- Fr. Alex CASTRO, Local Treasurer of the General 
House in Rome, for a 1st triennium, starting November 
13, 2023.

■ DEPARTURE FROM THE INSTITUTE

The Holy See, documented on November 3, 2023, has 
granted an indult of secularization to Fr. Jorge Eduardo 
ROJAS GARCÉS (Andean Province), with a suspension 
of his vows and a loss of his clerical privileges.

Calls, nominations, agreements...
Father Ngoa Ya Tshihemba, Superior General, with the consent of his Council, has called:

OFFICIAL
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ECHOES FROM PGC

The first steps of a new mandate
The 1st session of the new Plenary General Council began to 

implement the decisions and orientations 
of the 34th General Chapter.

It was a bit of a “newbies” meet-
ing. Of course, several members 
of the General Plenary Council 

 which has just met from Novem-
ber 30 to December 9 at the Gen-
eralate in Rome, had already par-
ticipated in sessions under the 
previous mandate, but not neces-
sarily at the same place: in fact, 
five of the seven members of the 
General Curia elected by the 34th 
General Chapter are new in these 
functions, as are two Provincials 
(North America and Europe). The 
latter, as well as their colleague 
from Madagascar named before 
them, benefited of two days of ini-
tiation in their charge before the 
PGC meeting.

 
The novelty, however, was even 
more in the program, even in the 
style, that in the composition of the 
group. It was in fact for this Council 
to begin to put concretely imple-
ment the General Chapter held 

last June – since this is the primary 
function of the PGC. In addition to 
the ritual tour of the Provinces al-
lowing news of each, this was veri-
fied in particular on several sub-
jects:

-The evaluation of the 34th 
General Chapter on the form: 
there should be more synergy be-
tween the preparation of the Pro-
vincial Chapters and that of the 
General Chapter, a presence of lay 
people who do not limit them-
selves to listening to reports, a 
return to the period of the month 
of May… But we appreciated the 
modalities of the chapter work: cli-
mate of prayer, participation of all, 
external guests, accompaniment 
by Father Alberto Toutin, quality 
of the daily news report…

- Highlights of the Provincial 
Chapters of application: good ap-
propriation of the General Chap-
ter, working and writing method 

often taking up the outline of the 
General Chapter (signs of the King-
dom, emergencies of the Kingdom, 
further steps for the coming of the 
Kingdom).

- The establishment of the nec-
essary animation commissions 
and working groups by the 34th 
Chapter at the general level (read 
box).

- The mission of the General As-
sistants, particularly in relations 
with the territories.

- The validation of the new Capit-
ular Rules, after their revision by 
the Chapter: they will be published 
and distributed to all religious at 
the beginning of 2024.

 
The Council has not neglected 
themes that occupy it recurrently: 
formation (with a new mission 
letter for the Secretary General in 
charge of formation) and the Pos-
tulation, as well as the Mobilizing 
Works: not, this time, to evaluate 



n JANUARY 2024 n # 36

the seven which hold this “label” 
since 2011, but, according to the 
wish of the General Chapter, to be-
gin to reconsider the criteria and 
therefore the list. To be continued! 

 As usual, financial questions 
represented a large part of the 
work. As a demonstration, the 
participation, during the first two 
days, of the General Treasurer and 
the Provincial treasurers, form-
ing the Economic Council of Con-
gregations (CEC). On the menu: 
budget of the Generalate, inter-
provincial solidarity for houses 
of formation, updating for 2024 
of the Real Estate Medium-Term 
Plan and its financing… without 
forgetting a debate on the use (or 
not) of employees in our commu-
nities… a subject about which we 
have not yet finished talking.

The PGC did not forget to look 
up from its files! Guided by Fa-
ther Vincent Leclercq, it has thus 
left on a pilgrimage, on Sunday 
morning, in the footsteps of 
Father d’Alzon through Rome. 
And it received a member of the 
recent Synod assembly, Fr. Tes-
faye Tadesse Gebresilasie: the 
Superior General of the Comboni 
Missionaries, spoke enthusiasti-
cally about this historical meet-
ing, emphasizing the importance 
of bringing around the same table 
baptized people of all statutes, 
the need for an inclusive Church 
making room for all; the need to 
listen between people of different 
sensitivities and options; the es-
sential role of style and manner 
to make Church which were at 
the heart of this Synod... So many 
calls, undoubtedly, for our own 
congregational life, at all levels!

 

Fr Michel KUBLER (Rome) 

with the contribution 

of the “red thread” 

held by Fr Benoît BIGARD

Animation commissions and working groups
The PGC has launched the establishment of various animation com-
missions which arise from the Chapter: it defined the list and began 
to discuss their composition and those responsible (secondly it will be 
necessary to specify the roadmap for each). 

Seven Commissions are thus envisaged: Lay-Religious Alliance / Com-
munication and digital world / Education / JPIC / Mission d’Orient, 
ecumenism and intereligious dialogue /  Pilgrimages / Protection of 
minors. 

There will be added two working groups requested by the Chapter: one 
on the management of  investment funds, the other on the economic 
issues of the Generalate.

ECHOES FROM PGC
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ECHOES FROM PGC

International sessions
 

The General Plenary Council outlined a table of in-
ternational sessions for the six years to come, prob-
ably at the rate of two per year: one in Rome, the 
other decentralized. Among the topics discussed: 
leadership formation for provincial councils, pro-
tection of minors, support for the pre-novitiate 
stages, preparation for the mission, brothers not 
moving towards ordained ministries, provincial 
secretaries, archivists… Without forgetting the 
meetings of formators: religious in charge of CIFA 
and large houses (every two years), masters of nov-
ices, etc. 

A first calendar and corresponding invitations 
should not take long!

Solidarity campaigns in 
Assumption

Fr. Alex Castro, General Bursar, gave the PGC an up-
date on the current campaigns: 
• In 2022, it brought in 14,826 USD, making it pos-
sible to finance a computer laboratory for Assump-
tion High School, in Nairobi, Kenya (see photo). 
• In 2023, the project selected by the PGC aims to 
finance the renovation of the presbytery of Nasan-
dratrony in Madagascar: the campaign is still ongo-
ing. 
• For 2024, the PGC has chosen to contribute to the 
construction of a dormitory for 50 boys at Assump-
tion High School in Nairobi, for the amount of USD 
17,821. We call on the generosity of the entire con-
gregation.

1st row: PP. Pierre CAO BA Vinh, NGOA Ya Tshihemba, Alex CASTRO, Richard ANDRAMAHENINARIVO, Georges HOUSSOU; 
2nd row: PP. Morris GITAU MACHARIA, Fabien LEJEUSNE, Étienne Ratalata RAFANAMBINANTSOA, Yves NZUVA KAGHOMA, Benoît BIGARD; 
3rd row: PP. Luiz Gonzaga DA SILVA, João GOMES DA SILVA, Henri KIZITO VYAMBWERA, Michel KUBLER, Pierre TRAN VAN Khuê, Juan 
Carlos MARZOLLA; 4th row: PP. Marco SILVA, Thierry KAMBALE KAHONGYA, Rodel CERVANTES, Lucien Telolahy RAZAFIMANANTSOA, 
Wellington BARBOSA DIAS. - Absent from photo: P. Chi Ai NGUYEN. Absent from the meeting: Fr Vincent KAMBERE KAGHANIRYO. 
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Responding to calls from local Churches, the 
young Vice-Province continues to demon-
strate 

initiative and fertility. Here are two exam-
ples, while waiting for a third foundation still 
in development in Namanga, also in Kenya.

 
Eldoret

The Vice-Province having proposed collabo-
rations with dioceses of Kenya and Uganda, 
some bishops responded, like that of Eldoret, 
where we had a plot. In December 2022, he ur-
gently requested to serve the Christ-the-King 
sector of Waunifor, with a view to making it 
a parish. Faced with this unmissable oppor-
tunity, two religious were sent to launch the 
mission, which allowed the canonical erection 
of the parish from August 13, 2023. 

The pastoral project includes youth min-
istry, especially in schools; the animation of 
Catholic Action movements; catechesis and 
deepening of faith; the pastoral to the sick 
and elderly; the concern for justice, peace and 
reconciliation in the families; and finally ecu-
menism, especially with the Lutherans. 

Waunifor is 12 km from the town of Eldoret, 
itself 311 km from Nairobi, on the road to 

Kampala. The parish has almost 1,500 prac-
ticing Christians spread across 9 Sectors and 
36 small communities. 

The community is currently made up of 
three religious (two priests and a deacon), 
who live on donations from the faithful and 
field produce and live in their own house built 
with the help of local benefactors.

Bura 
In the same way, it is since 2021 that the 

Vice-Province has been in contact with the 
bishop of Mombasa, which shows interest in 
the charism of the Assumption, our aposto-
late among the young people and the anima-
tion of pilgrimages. This is how he entrusted 
the Congregation with the animation 

of the Our Lady of Good Hope shrine in 
Bura and the chaplaincy of a college in Taita 

(which has the motto: “Let your Kingdom 
come through teaching!”). He asks that we 
also serve the Kamtonga sector with a view to 
making it a parish. 

The PGC having previously encouraged the 
attempt of this mission, two brothers left in 
November 2022 ad experimentum. Shortly af-
ter, the bishop left management of the college 
to government, asking us to focus on the Bura 
sanctuary and the future parish from Kam-
tonga. This is how we have been in Bura for a 
year already. 

The pastoral project is therefore centered on 
the animation and structuring of Our Lady of 
Good Hope shrine, which can be used for the 
pastoral formation of student brothers from 
Nairobi. It also includes evangelization and 
Christian formation of mine workers (gold, 
precious stones), not to mention a testimony 
of faith in an environment strongly Muslims 
(41% of the population). 

Bura is located 366 km southeast of Nairobi 
and 193 km northwest of Mombasa.The local 
population is approximately 3,000, including 
250 active Catholics. ■

Two foundations in East Africa
On the proposal of Father Kizito Vyambwera Henri, Vice-Provincial, 
the PGC gave its approval to the opening of two new houses in Kenya.

Celebration 
at Kamtonga, 

on the 
foundation of 

Bura.

ECHOES FROM PGC
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ECHOES FROM PGC

“Have the audacity to hope”
Excerpts from the closing speech of the 1st session of the Plenary 
General Council by Father General
 

“Ten days wasn’t enough to go a little further or 
deeper.  I would have like to take the time to ex-
plore all the themes of the chapter in more depth. 
Mostly the four which had been the subject of an 
orientation text, and here I quote: fraternity, holi-
ness, mission and formation. It is not too late. Per-
haps for the next PGC we will come back - and if 
necessary, with the help of a facilitator - to these 
themes, one theme per PGC, for more seriousness 
in deepening and appropriation. 

Perhaps this is another argument for the thinking 
we need to continue to have concerning the work of 
the PGC. This first moment of exchange will allow 
us to make some decisions so that we may improve 
the services of this government body and learning 
whose importance has not yet been doubted. 

Father Emmanuel d’Alzon ended his closing 
speech of the 1868 chapter with these words: 

“Let us therefore pursue our goal with joy and con-
fidence and thus deserve, after having worked to in-
crease the kingdom of God on earth, to enjoy it in 
heaven for eternity. » (E.S. p. 146) 

I couldn't wish you better than this: joy and con-
fidence. Trust in God, because he is the master of 
the site, but also selfconfidence and confidence in 

others. 

I ask you to be the first protagonists of this move-
ment (with joy and confidence) in your Provinces. 
Responses to the call to fraternity, to holiness, to 
mission, to formation, as with the other calls of the 
General Chapter, will perhaps be delayed. And it 
is to this moment that we must courageously con-
tinue our march towards the future. Yes it is neces-
sary to have the audacity to hope. (…) 

The discussions that took place show us that 
progress is being made. But we must be open to 
suggestions and initiatives to continue. We all pro-
vided an effort to allow exchanges to take place in 
a healthy and respectful climate. I sincerely thank 
you for this. Because the synodal spirit is also this: 
giving the floor even to those who do not seem to 
have expertise in the subject. 

Experts or not, we have - or better: we should 
have - the same concerns for our Congregation. 
And the decisions we make must be oriented to-
wards these same concerns, that is to say: the unity 
of the body in solidarity at all levels; loyalty to our 
Founder, with the spirit of the Assumption, with 
Assumptionist values, and finally a mobilization 
for life and mission in listening to the Spirit. It’s 
true, the situation seems difficult for the moment. 
But, as you know and as is often said, “the more 
conditions are difficult, the more daring is neces-
sary.” (…) 

My brothers, I found no better way to finish these 
words than to repeat those of our Founder who, at 
the end of a General Chapter, gave a mission kick-
off to his brothers by reminding them of the es-
sential, that is to say unity: “Now, my Fathers and 
my Brothers, our work is finished; let us bless God 
for having inspired us with these unanimous views, 
those energetic resolutions that we all promise to 
develop and maintain with fervor and intelligence. 
Let us always have this true affection for each oth-
er. based on respect and the need to hold ourselves 
tightly together; let’s be one body in the sincerity 
of our souls and the loyal frankness of our relation-
ships; that our indissoluble link be Jesus Christ. » 
(E.S. p. 146) »  

Fr NGOA Ya Tshihemba 

Superior General
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dict Gschwind as bishop of Pamiers. In 
France! 

This is how this former Provincial of Eu-
rope, who at the age of 60 was until then 
parish priest of 

Saint-Augustin de l’Aqueduc in Montpel-
lier, had to pack – quite quickly, he says – 
his bags for the department of Ariège, in 
the Pyrenees. It was not a great distance to 
go through, but a spectacular reconversion 
to accomplish. And the celebration of epis-
copal ordination, on November 26 in the 
cathedral of Mirepoix1, made it possible to 
measure the step thus crossed. 

It is indeed a mixture of determination 
and emotion that inhabited Father Benoît 
at the time where he was presented with 
the land and people entrusted to him: a 
rural and harsh country, plain and high 
mountains, with a fairly small but dis-
persed Christianity. The territory coincides 
with the department of Ariège (capital: 
Foix). Around twenty priests, all diocesan, 
including service to 110,000 Catholics, 
out of a population of 157,000. Emotion 
also when the Metropolitan Archbishop of 
Toulouse Mgr de Kerimel (the other con-
secrators were Mgr Turini, archbishop of 
Montpellier, and Mgr Rouet, archbishop 
emeritus of Poitiers, who had already or-
dained Benoit a deacon then priest!), let 
him take possession of his cathedra, once 
the gestures and words of ordination have 
been taken… 

But also determination, as he wrote to 
his diocesans the day after his nomination: 
“Responding presently to the call of Christ 
and the gospel has led me into diverse and 
varied missions. I have never been disap-
pointed, and I have been given many times 

For almost 30 years, from time to time, 
the same rumor has come up: an As-
sumptionist was going to become a 

bishop in France – which had never hap-
pened before. Names were circulating, 
but most have since died, without having 
received the purple cap. At the same time, 
our Congregation has seen its group of 
bishops dwindle, until it only has one left 
alone: Mgr Pelatre, Apostolic Vicar emeri-
tus of Istanbul (read box, p. 12). Hence the 
surprise of October 28, when the Vatican 
announced the appointment of Fr. Bene-

Mgr Gschwind, first Assumptionist 
bishop in France
The Assumption had certainly already given bishops to the Church. 
But the 15th of them is the first to receive charge of a French diocese, 
that of Pamiers. 

1 The diocese of Pamiers was born from the merger of three former bishoprics: Pamiers, Couserans and Mirepoix. The latter’s 
cathedral, being the largest of the three, was chosen for the circumstance.

EVENT

A solemn 
moment: after 
receiving the 
imposition of 
hands and the 
attributes of 
his office, the 
new bishop is 
installed on his 
cathedra.
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EVENT

to measure to what extent the Spirit 
worked at the heart of this world. » 
Likewise his debt clearly claimed 
towards his congregation, whose 
motto he took for that of his episco-
pate, proudly fixed to the high altar 
of Mirepoix: “What I am, I owe to 
my family, to my parents, to my reli-
gious congregation (…). The Assump-
tion taught me to love Christ and his 
Church. She made me love working 
with passion for the coming of the 
Kingdom of God. “ And his determi-
nation, finally, not to carry out his 
duties alone: “Together, we will work 
tothe coming of the Kingdom of God, 
the announcement of the Good News 
of the Gospel, in a dialogue perma-
nent with all those who live in this de-
partment of Ariège. » 

Another letter addressed upon his 
appointment by the new bishop, this 
time to his brothers and sisters of the 
Assumption family, says his thanks-
giving for all he owes her, but also 
count on our prayer “in these days 
when Christ calls me, once again, to 
leave everything to follow him”… but 
our prayer still, let us not doubt it, 
for all the days that will now make 
his episcopate. 

 Fr Michel KUBLER 

(Rome)

 The journey of a future bishop 
Born September 30, 1963 in 
Basel (Switzerland). 
1984-1985: Novitiate in Lille; 
1st profession on September 7, 
1985. 
1984-1991: Studies of theology 
in Strasbourg then Paris (ISPC). 
Perpetual profession on the 
24th 
September 1988. Ordained 
priest on February 9, 1991. 
1991-1998: Diocese of Évry-
Corbeil-Essonnes (diocesan 
chaplain of public education) 
and youth ministry in Île-de-
France. 

1998-2000: National Center for 
Religious Education (Adoles-
cence sector) 
1999-2011: Journalist at Ba-
yard: editor then editor-in-chief 
of Prions en Église; 
director of the editorial offices 
of liturgical magazines. 
At the same time, from 2002 to 
2011: National Chaplaincy of 
the Scouts of France. 
2011-2017: Provincial of 
France, then of Europe (2014) 
2017-2023: In Montpellier, par-
ish priest at Saint-Augustin de 
l’Aqueduc.

In Mirepoix, after ordination, Bishop Gschwind’s first contacts with the people 
entrusted to his care.
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The 15 Assumptionist bishops 
1) Mgr Louis PETIT, born in Viuz-la-
Chiésaz (Haute-Savoie, France) on 
02.21.1868, died in Menton (Alpes-
Maritimes, France) on 05.11.1927. 
Latin Archbishop of Athens, apostolic 
delegate to Greece, from 1912 to 
1926. 

2) Mgr Pie NEVEU, born in Gien 
(Loiret, France) on February 23, 1877, 
died in Paris (France) on 10/17/1946. 
Apostolic administrator of Moscow 
(USSR) from 1926 until his death. 

3) Mgr Henri PIERARD, born in 
Félenne (Belgium) on June 21, 
1893, died in Louvain (Belgium) on 
03/05/1975. Apostolic vicar (1938) 
then bishop of Beni (Congo Belge) 
from 1959 to 1966. 

4) Mgr Antonio VUCCINO (or 
VOUTSINOS), born in Galissa (Greece) 
on 08.05.1891, died in Néa-Smyrni 
(Greece) on April 23, 1978. Bishop 
of Syros and Milos (1937), then 
Archbishop of Corfu from 1947 to 
1952. 

5) Mgr Andrew BECK, born in 
Streatham (Great Britain) on 
05.28.1904, died in Liverpool (Great 
Britain) on September 13, 1978. 
Coadjutor (1948) then bishop (1951) 
of Brentwood, Bishop of Salford 
(1955), then Archbishop of Liverpool 
from 1964 to 1976. 

6) Mgr Michel CANONNE, born in 
Câteau-Cambrésis (North, France) 
on 27.12.1911, died in Montfermeil 
(Seine-Saint-Denis, France) on April 30, 
1991. Bishop of Tuléar (Madagascar) 
from 1959 to 1974. 

7) Mgr Arthur HORSTHUIS, born in 
Diepenveen (Netherlands) on July 17, 
1912, died in Boxtel (Netherlands) on 
April 11, 1979. Bishop of Jales (Brazil) 
from 1960 to 1968.

8) Mgr Antónios VARTHALITIS, born 
in Varis (Greece) on 01.01.1924, died 

in Athens (Greece) on 27.10.2007. 
Archbishop of Corfu from 1962 to 
2003, Apostolic Administrator, Church 
of Thessalonica from 1992 to 2003. 

9) Mgr Vasile CRISTEA, born 
in Șomoștelnic (Romania) on 
February 24, 1906, died in Rome 
on 01/17/2000. Official bishop at 
the Congregation for the Oriental 
Churches (1960), then Apostolic 
visitor to Romanian Greek-Catholics in 
the diaspora from 1963 to 1987. 

10) Mgr Métodi STRATIEV, born in 
Srem-Jambol (Bulgaria) on January 
11, 1916, died in Sofia (Bulgaria) on 
12.05.2006. Coadjutor (appointed 
in 1963, ordained in 1965) then 
exarch Apostolic Church of Sofia for 
Bulgarian Catholics of the Byzantine 
rite from 1971 to 1995. 

11) Mgr Samuel DJOUNDRINE, born 
in Nicolaevo (Bulgaria) on April 27, 
1920, died in Plovdiv (Bulgaria) on 
March 19, 1998. Bishop of Nicopoli 
from 1978 to 1994. 

12) Mgr Charles KAMBALE MBOGHA, 
born in Kilubo (Belgian Congo) on 
04.11.1942, died in Bukavu (DR 
Congo) on 09.10.2005. Bishop of 
Wamba (1990), then of Isiro (1995), 
then archbishop of Bukavu from 2001 
to his death. 

13) Mgr Louis-Armel PELÂTRE, born 
in Pancé (Ille-et-Vilaine, France) 
on 05.12.1940. Apostolic Vicar of 
Istanbul (Türkiye) from 1992 to 2016. 

14) Mgr José Geraldo DA CRUZ, born 
in Muriaé (Brazil) on 08.08.1941, died 
in Muriaé on 04.04.2022. Bishop of 
Juazeiro (Brazil) from 2003 to 2016. 

15) Mgr Benoît GSCHWIND, born in 
Basel (Switzerland) on September 
30, 1963. Bishop of Pamiers (France) 
since 2023.

Nationalities
France 5
Bulgaria 2
Greece 2
Belgium 1
Brazil 1
Congo 1
Great Britain 1
Netherlands 1
Romania 1

Country when they 
exercised their ministry
Greece 3
Brazil 2
Bulgaria 2
Congo 2
France 1
Great Britain 1
Italy 1
Madagascar 1
Russia 1
Turkey 1

Participants at the Vatican 
11 council
At the four sessions : Bishops 
Pierrard, Vaccino, Beck, Cristea, 
Canonne, Varthalitis (also Fr. 
Wilfrid Dufault, General Superior)
At the first and second sessions : 
Bishop Horthuis 
Was prevented from participating 
in the council : Bishop Stratiev

Still living
2 (one active and one emeritus)

Mgr Louis PETIT (1868-1927)
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Towards an Asia-Oceania Vice-Province 
in 2029

Fr. Khuê, Vicar of Asia-Oceania, considers here the impacts of this 
deadline on the life and missions of the Assumption in the region.

The General Chapter of the 
Congregation of the Augus-
tinian of the Assumption, 

held from 01 to 25 June 2023 
in Rome, concluded with sev-
eral decisive proposals. Among 
them is the decision to establish 
in the next six years of the vice-
provinces from the vicariates of 
the Province of Europe: the vi-
cariate of Afrique de l’Ouest and 
that of Asia-Oceania. This strong 
recommendation was taken into 
account at the second session of 
the Provincial Chapter of Europe, 
which endeavoured to establish 
a general time table for its imple-
mentation (see Acts of Chapters). 

Far from being a voluntarist and 
ambitious idea, this project is lo-
cated in the extension of the de-
velopment of the Congregation 
understood as an apostolic body 
that lives the interdependence, 

subsidiarity, etc, solidarity and 
transversality of. This evolution 
of structures according to these 
four characters will have great 
impacts on our state of and on 
our practices as religious of the 
vicariate. 

First, the geography of Asia-
Oceania will become sharper on 
the map of Assumption. We will 
no longer have communities in 
Asia, but a Vice-province of As-
sumption in Asia. 

Second, the transition to the 
status of vice-province is a time 
of conversion. Until now, the re-
ligious of the vicariate were used 
to living in the environment well 
protected by the dear mother 
(the Province of Europe) and 
willingly complied with the guid-
ance coming from elsewhere. 
Entry into the reality of the vice-
province will require religious 

people to come out of the shad-
ows and walk on their own feet. 
This change forces them to con-
vert in order to better know and 
live the spirit of the Assumption, 
its mission and its practices of re-
ligious life.

Thirdly, living the intercultur-
ality will be a demanding condi-
tion. Asian culture is known as a 
culture of diversities and pecu-
liarities. Currently, the vicariate 
of Asia-Oceania brings together 
three very different realities of 
languages, cultural practices and 
economic, political, social and 
ecclesial context; not to mention 
the new realities to which the 
Spirit will guide us in the future. 

Fourthly, to have apostolic cre-
ativity and audacity to bring 
about the Kingdom on this con-
tinent. These qualities also con-
cern the inculturation of the 
charism and spirituality of the 
Assumption in the life of religious 
and in the concrete cultural envi-
ronment of the peoples in Asia: 
the catholicity of our charism 
must be seen as good news for 
the peoples in Asia.

Fifth, autonomy of thought in 
governance, as well as in specific 
training orientations with a view 
to the mission. This element re-
quires intellectual capacity : a 
general knowledge of the Con-
gregation, sensitivity to local-re-
gional realities and an authentic 
spiritual experience.  

Fr Pierre TRẦN VĂN Khuê
(in Vicariat News n° 20, 

octobre 2023)

LIFE OF THE PROVINCES
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church had made significant renovations 
prior to this.

According to the document of the Holy 
See entitled “The sanctuary”, and the Code 
of Canon Law (canons 1230-1234), a sanc-
tuary is a church or another sacred space, 
recognized by the authority of the local di-
ocese, to which the faithful of other areas 
go for a pilgrimage, inspired by a particular 
piety. Such is the case of the parish church 
in Vieiras that, especially during Jubilee 
celebrations, from the 7th to 14th of Sep-
tember annually, receives a large number 
of pilgrims and faithful of different areas. 
They go to fulfill their promises and to wit-
ness to the graces and miracles that have 
been bestowed on them. This is why, says 
Pope Francis, a sanctuary is for all a place 
of memory, a sacred space where one goes 
to reflect on the actions of God that perme-
ate our stories. It is where one confirms 
his faith and renews his alliance with all 
the faithful. The sanctuary is, therefore, a 
place for the sacraments, in particular the 
domicile of the Eucharist and of Reconcili-

The Province of  Brazil welcomed 
with great enthusiasm the news of 
the elevation of the parish church of 

Senhor Bom Jesus de Vieiras to the ranks 
of a sanctuary. The parish, founded in 
1975, was assigned to the community of 
the Assumptionists of Eugenopolis since 
its beginnings. It is the smallest parish in 
the Province, but it is one where numerous 
pilgrims come to honor “Senhor Bom Je-
sus” (the good Lord, Jesus), a typical Luso-
Brazilian devotion. 

The news was greeted with much enthu-
siasm by parishioners and pilgrims, who 
were united at the opening Mass of the 
73rd Jubilee of Senhor Bom Jesus, on Sep-
tember 7. At this Mass, the bishop of Leop-
oldina, dom Edson José Oriolo dos Santos, 
made the announcement of the decision to 
elevate the parish church to the ranks of 
a diocesan sanctuary. After much discus-
sion with the bishop, the community of 
Eugenópolis announced that the installa-
tion of the sanctuary, with the rite of dedi-
cation for the church and the altar, would 
be celebrated on November 22, 2023. The 

A new sanctuary in Brazil
The diocesan promotion of the church of Vieiras is both a crowning 
achievement and a starting point for the local Assumption.
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of a long history of faith and con-
fidence in the Good God, always 
ready to give blessings and graces 
to his people. It is also a starting 
point, because the community is 
firmly engaged in following the 
works of the gospels, in broad-
ening its work and in organizing 
more and more, to witness to the 
faith and the welcome, among the 
faithful pilgrims. The fact that the 
sanctuary exists today is because 
a pilgrim, in a moment of deep 
distress, went to pray at Con-
gonhas and he brought the devo-
tion to the little village of Santa 
Cruz de Babilônia, after having 
obtained a huge miracle.

The coat of arms created like 
symbols of the sanctuary show 
the cross at the center, on a red 
base that represents the mock-
ing cloak with which the soldiers 
clothed Our Lord before Pilate 
presented him to the crowd, with 
the words “Ecce Homo” desig-
nating him as such, without his 
knowing, as the model of all hu-
man creatures: everyone of us, 
according to the words of the 
Apostle Paul, must reach the state 
of a perfect man, to the measure 
of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ (cf. Eph 4:13).

The Sacred Wood stands out 
against a scarlet background, the 

ation. We religious will continue 
to accompany the community of 
the parish and of the pilgrims, by 
responding to all the needs asso-
ciated with the pastoral mission 
of the sanctuary.

Another important dimension 
of a sanctuary is thanksgiving. 
Because this sacred space does 
not imprison God, but is a symbol 
of the presence among the peo-
ple: here, the faithful are called 
to give thanks for all that we have 
received from Him. It is the expe-
rience of the Jewish people, de-
scribed in the psalms as pilgrims 
coming from throughout Israel 
who, in approaching the holy city 
of Jerusalem, sang with joy on 
arriving at the gates of the city 
where was found the sanctuary 
of the living God.

A sign of hope and a place to 
announce God’s Word, the sanc-
tuary of Senhor Bom Jesus de 
Vieiras will be open to welcome 
pilgrims and the faithful. The 
mystery of the Cross is particu-
larly honored in this church, 
since it was the first devotion of 
the explorers of the region, who 
during the second half of the 19th 
century, founded a little village 
called Santa Cruz da Babilonia, at 
the mouth of the Serrinha and In-
hambú Rivers, at the heart of the 
vast Babilônia Farm. In fact, the 
feast of the Exaltation of the Cross 
on September 14 is the culmina-
tion of the Jubilee each year. It has 
been celebrated since 1951, with 
the authorization of the diocese, 
and since 1958, with the approv-
al of the Holy See, which grants a 
plenary indulgence to the faithful 
who come and receive an apos-
tolic blessing.

For the faithful and the religious 
who work there, the elevation of 
the mother church of Vieiras to a 
sanctuary is the crowning glory 
and the starting point of a work. 
Crowning, because it is the fruit 

Tree of Life, since the Mystery of 
the Cross was the first devotion 
that the pioneers brought to the 
region. Between the two sacred 
branches is the crown of thorns, 
that represents the offending roy-
alty of the Divine Savior and sym-
bolizing the manner in which Je-
sus established the friendship be-
tween God and man, since thorns 
represent the condition of man, 
estranged from God after the Fall. 
Under the horizontal wood, the 
coat of arms make reference to 
the Assumptionists, entrusted to 
guard the Sanctuary. Under the 
right arm of the cross, is a triple 
star denoting our charism, cen-
tral to the unity of Christ through 
our internal life, to which Mary 
is the model; unity among the 
brothers, because of their frater-
nal life; and unity with the Church 
through apostolic engagements.

Under the left arm of the cross, 
is inscribed ART, “Adveniat Reg-
num tuum”, topped by a crown. 
Through the merits of Christ, we 
pass from the crown of thorns to 
the crown of glory, a royal diadem 
of sons readmitted to the house of 
the Father, coheirs of Christ. Each 
of us must welcome the Kingdom, 
first within ourselves, then pro-
claim it to the world.

Fr Marcos Antônio DIAS

(Eugenópolis, Brazil)
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can be seen as a punishment (1) or on 
the contrary like a task that elevates man 
by giving meaning. This former SNCF di-
rector of the South East TGV intervened 
during the Entretiens de Valpré, created 
in 2002 and bringing together, on Novem-
ber 17-18, business leaders, executives, 
entrepreneurs and students to promote 
inspiration, exchange and experience on 
the key issues of the economy, business, 
and society in the light of Christian social 
thought. Their theme this year: “Topsy-
turvy work”.

It’s the story of an architect who meets 
three stonemasons and asks each one 
what they are currently doing. The 

first, who carries out his work mechani-
cally, replies that he is cutting a stone. 
The second, who does the same work 
but in a slightly less mechanical way, ex-
plains that he works on a stone to build a 
wall. He then approaches the third, who 
seems radiant, and asks him what he is 
doing. He responds with a broad smile: 
“I’m building a cathedral. » This is how 
Jean Rouche describes the work, which 

The Assomption at the “Entretiens de 
Valpré” meeting
Every year, our center in Ecully brings together hundreds of 
concerned business leaders and executives in search of meaning in 
their work: a challenge also for the Congregation.

(1) Work as punishment corresponds to the etymological meaning, in reference to tripalium, an instrument of torture.

LIFE OF THE PROVINCES
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meaning to work: the stonemason who 
would learn that his cathedral will ulti-
mately become a garage, then a parking 
lot, will inevitably lose meaning in his 
activity.

The posture of those responsible plays 
an essential role, first of all not to cause 
harm [2], then enable employees to con-
tinue learning. President of a foundation 
helping disabled people to integrate into 
the world of work, Jean-Marc Richard 
identifies three objectives in this sense: 
allow teams to experience learning rath-
er than repetitive tasks, find models, 
have the desire to transmit.

However, work does not sum up an in-
dividual’s life. The Christian life indeed 
adds a contemplative dimension, allow-
ing you to question yourself, whether 
in everyday life or during moments of 
transition (job change). Hence the ques-
tion posed in conclusion by Mgr Olivier 
de Germay, archbishop of Lyon: what is 
my spiritual lifestyle? what measures 
do I put in place to avoid being caught 
through activism?

 
These two days of interviews thus had 

the (prophetic?) virtue of also questioning 
our religious communities on the essen-
tial role of the relationship to work of our 
contemporaries, and on its issues for the 
growth of individuals and our societies. 

 Cyril SUTTER 

(postulant, Paris-Morère)

 

Deconstructing myths about 
meaning at work

The Valpré chapel, transformed 
for the occasion into a packed 
conference room, formed a studi-
ous assembly. From 8 a.m., Jean-
Dominique Senard, chairman of 
the group’s board of directors at 
Renault spoke of the importance 
of the “polar star”, the vision that 
gives meaning to work. After him, 
Jean-Baptiste Barféty, general in-
spector of social affairs, recalled 
the seriousness of the question 
since 59% of those under 35 are 
ready to change jobs to find more 
meaning.

This question is not new. Already in 
1944, the Philadelphia Declaration em-
phasized that “all human beings, regard-
less of their race, creed or gender, have 
the right to pursue their material prog-
ress and their spiritual development in 
freedom and dignity, in economic secu-
rity and with equal opportunities. The 
opportunity for Cyril Cosme, director for 
France of the International Labor Orga-
nization (ILO), to recall this strong axis 
which has three components: self-inter-
est, interest in society (environmental 
causes, social causes, etc.) and meaning 
for life as a citizen.

Meaning at work is not a matter for the 
rich in Western countries that are losing 
their bearings: the youth unemployment 
rate in China has increased sharply, now 
at 21% compared to 10% in 2019, push-
ing the government to no longer publish 
this statistic. In addition, the first suffer-
ing at work is not linked to the type of 
work, but to the fact of not being able to 
do what we have to do correctly.

Rebuild by identifying a common 
meaning at work

In a society where work is fragmented, 
finding common meaning is a challenge. 
Dispositions inconsistent or even con-
tradictory make the search for mean-
ing even more complex. Resuming the 
allegory of the stonecutter, the econo-
mist Pierre-Yves Gomez underlined the 
importance, for a business leader, to 
maintain over time the course that gives 

LIFE OF THE PROVINCES

(2) A reference 
to the oath of 
Hyppocrate 
vowed by 
physicians. 
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Last June, the community at Oua-
gadougou organized its 2nd Mara-
caña tournament, for the benefit of 
children whose families have been 
displaced from Pazani, a village 
north of the capital of Ougadou-
gou. The goal is to create networks 
of fraternity with the “internally 
displaced persons » (PDI) in pro-
moting social connections, mu-
tual acceptance, and a culture of 
friendly encounters and dialogue 
through sports. 

Fr. Donatien Vula, Superior of 
the community, was careful to 
point out: “This initiative trans-
lates our social engagement into 
a reality of the gospels, through 
our service toward the promo-
tion of humanity. It is part of our 
mission as Assumptionists, which 
is to work, through our love of 
Christ, for the coming of the King-
dom of God in us and around us.” 
Since 2015, Burkina Faso has been 
prey to terrorist attacks. The re-
currence of these attacks forces 
the people of the region to flee to 

other areas that are more peaceful 
and secure. Because of this, most 
of those who arrive at Pazani have 
escaped from the fury of the men-
acing terrorists, which has become 
more frequent and more deadly. 
Considering this troublesome se-
curity situation, the community 
of Ougadougou has taken certain 
steps, like the sponsorship of three 
children, the organization of a soc-
cer tournament, and the collection 
of contributions (clothing, shoes, 
rice). The gifts are thanks to Lenten 
collections, and they are in conjunc-
tion with the Union of Major Supe-
riors of Burkina-Niger (USBN).

This year, to organize the Mara-
cana Tournament, our scholasti-
cate community received financial 
aid of 450 Euros from the lay of 
the Christian community of Val-
pré. They were also put into con-
tact with Mr. Samuel Calkoumodo, 
Special Councilor of the President 
of the Transition of Burkina Faso, 
in charge of social cohesion and 
national reconciliation. He agreed 

to be the sponsor of the 2nd Annual 
Tournament and to support us fi-
nancially and materially.

The brothers of the community, 
the children concerned, as well as 
their coaches and some members 
of the Lay Alliance, were firmly mo-
bilized for the success of this tour-
nament, which has been renamed 
“tournament of brotherhood.”  In 
all, sixteen teams competed in a 
friendly atmosphere. The final day, 
two matches were organized--- the 
first with two girls’ teams and the 
second with the two finalists of the 
tournament. The evening ended 
with the distribution of prizes to 
all the teams who participated and 
a performance by two artists, one 
a refugee from Pazani and the oth-
er a religious sister. To those who 
supported us in this endeavor and 
to those who wish to help us in this 
adventure toward the Kingdom, 
thank you is a word that rewards 
you far beyond your commitment.

The Community of Ouagadougou

(Burkina Faso, West Africa)

Through several initiatives, the scholasticate community has shown 
its closeness to people displaced internally.

At Burkina Faso, the refugees are at our 
door

LIFE OF THE PROVINCES
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HISTORY

did not abandon either the Greek-Catholic 
Church or their religious family. This « As-
sumption of the catacombs » last for more 
than 40 years: up until Communism fell in 
1989.

The 90’s were marked by a new era in 
the implantation of the Assumption in 
Romania, with the opening of a new com-
munity in Mărgineni (in the province of 
Moldavia) and the reopening of others, 
among them Blaj and Bucharest.

The jubilee was organized last Septem-
ber from the 14th-19th by Cardinal Luci-
an Muresan, Major Archbishop of Faga-
ras, and Alba Iulia, spiritual head of the 
Greek-Catholics in Romania. They wan-
ted to acknowledge, in the message they 
sent to the Congregation,  this presence 
calling it prophetic. The participants of 
the celebration of these one hundred 
years could appreciate these luminous 
figures, according to Cardinal Mure-
san---religious such as Fr. Bernard Stef, 
Fr. Teofil Pop and Br. Gavril Muntean, 
who are still alive today.

One hundred years ago (September 
1923) in Blaj, the first Assump-
tionists arrived in Romania. Very 

quickly, other communities (Beius, Lugoj 
and Bucharest) continued this presence, 
that was deployed above all in the Greek-
Catholic Church (of Byzantine rite) and at 
the express invitation of the latter.

It must be said that these hundred years 
of presence were far from resembling a 
long tranquil river. In 1948, in the con-
text of suppression of the Greek-Catholic 
Church by the new Communist regime 
(interestingly enough, with Ukraine, in all 
the history of Christianity), the Assump-
tionists were expelled and their commu-
nities closed. The religious, who were 
Romanian, were forced to return to their 
families. For some though, it meant years 
of hard labor and imprisonment.

It is important to note that the Assump-
tionist presence, despite the absence of 
communities, stayed uninterrupted in 
Romania during all of this time thanks 
to the stubbornness of our brothers who 

A century of Assumptionist presence in 
Romania
A series of events last September enabled, in Bucharest then Blaj, 
to celebrate the centenary of the arrival of the Congregation in this 
country.



Pilgrimage to 
Blaj: here, in the 

«Archbishops’ 
Chapel», a former 

Assumptionist 
parish.
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Certainly, there is always that nostalgia 
surrounding the departure of the As-
sumptionists from Blaj: a town which, 
in the words of one of the speakers: „is 
no longer the same” since the Assump-
tionist departure. There is remaining 
an immense debt to these religious who 
fashioned a human and spiritual journey 
for a large number of the Greek-Catholic 
priests including the Major Archbishop. 
As was said by Fr. Critian Barta, Dean of 
the Faculty of Greek-Catholic Theolo-
gy of Blaj: „the Assumptionists formed 
characters and they contributed to the 
resistance of the Greek-Catholic Chur-
ch during the Communist persecution.” 

Whether it is at Bucharest or at Blaj, 
the Assumptionist delegation, formed 
of religious (and some laity) coming 
from several European countries, were 
able to literally walk „in the footsteps” 
of their predecessors. At the same time, 
they can say that the Assumption to-
day is very much alive and implanted, 
despite its fragility. But, isn’t this proof 
that this century-old presence, though 
sometimes hanging on by a thread, has 
bounced back and risen from the ashes?

The mission that the Assumptionists 
continue to unfold, in Mărgineni or in 
Bucharest, is in keeping with the same 
fertile intuitions of those of yesteryear: 
work toward the unity of the Church, 
the welcoming and fostering of vocati-
ons among the youth, the unending tas-
te for study and the wise understanding 
of Churches of the Orient, pastoral care 
for the most disadvantaged, the pilgri-
mages, diverse publications, etc. In this 
way, the Jubilee---which will extend 
throughout the year, until September 
2024---should have as a goal not only 
to evoke a history of the past, but also 
to reaffirm the engagement of all of the 
Assumption for this country and, more 
generally, for all the Mission of the Ori-
ent.

Fr Iulian DANCĂ
(Paris)

The Article appeared in the bulletin 
ATLPE, n° 40, oct.-déc. 2023)

HISTORY

One hundred years that permit the 
Assumption to “breathe with both 

lungs”

Excerpts from the letter 
of Fr. Ngoa Ya Tshihemba, 

Superior General, to the religious of 
Romania (September 14, 2023):

“It has been one hundred years since a religious adventure 
began. Some religious, moved by the Spirit and responding to 
the call of the Greek-Catholic Church in Romania, settled in this 
land for life and for a mission. In fact, this mission has the spe-
cial privilege of having been on the mind of our founder as early 
as 1862, when he planned to visit Bucharest as early as Febru-
ary 1863. It is a story that is more than one hundred years old. 
More than one hundred years that evoke personal and collec-
tive memories, are filled with joys and difficulties. Today, now 
that we celebrate these one hundred years, the signs that we 
hoped for are still there. (. . .)

In celebrating our centennial on Romanian soil, we honor our 
brothers who were huge actors in the mission, whether it was 
in the foundations or in the persecutions. (. . .)

The love of the Church and of her Unity, major elements of our 
charism, stimulate, motivate, and sustain our hope for the fu-
ture of our congregation here. There is no doubt that the work 
and the visits marking these days of the centennial celebration 
will allow us to delve even deeper. (. . .)

To all the brothers and sisters, religious and lay, who with their 
modest collaboration for the mission of all the Church and of the 
Assumption, in particular, have accepted to keep our hope alive, 
I wish to express my sincerest gratitude: the entire congrega-
tion is with you. My prayers go with you. May the Spirit, that 
pushed our founder Emmanuel d’Alzon to imagine a foundation 
in Romania, help you to continue to believe in the importance of 
our mission on this earth, and that it gives you the strength to 
continue, despite signs of discouragement. May our Mother the 
Virgin Mary intercede for the Assumption in Romania.”
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A 100 year history of 
Romania

- September 1923 : Fr. Evrard and 
Mercks arrive at Blaj from the 
mission of Constantinope
- 1924-1926 : Implantation of the 
Byzantine Rite in Transylvania: 
after Blaj, Beius (1924) and Lugoj 
(1926).
- 1925 : First foundation of the 
Oblates of the Assumption at 
Beius.
- 1928 : Creation of a weekly re-
view, Observatorul.
- 1929 : Erection of the Vicariate 
of Romania
- 1934 : Foundation of a commu-
nity of the Byzantine Rite in Bu-
charest (Frs. Barral and Tiburee).
- 1938 : Transferral to Bucharest 
of the Institute of Byzantine Stu-
dies (religious of the Latin Rite 
under the guidance of Fr. Vitalien 
Laurent) pushed out of Turkey, 
becoming IFEB
- 1947 : Closing of the Institute, 
followed by the expulsion of 
foreign religious. Romania was 
proclaimed Popular Republic, 
Communism seized control of 
the country, now under Soviet 
control.
- 1948 : Suppression of the Greek-
Catholic Romanian Church and 
arrest of Romanian religious, 
many condemned to prison or to 
hard labor.
- December 1989 : Fall of the 
Communist regime and execution 
of President Ceausescu.
- 1992 : Opening of the house of 
Mărginen (Moldavia, of the Latin 
Rite), with Frs. Hervé Stéphan and 
Maurice Laurent
- September 2010: Refounding of 
the house at Bucharest (ex-IFEB), 
becoming „the Center of St. Pe-
ter-St. Andrew” with an ecumeni-
cal vocation

From 1923 to 1990, 24 foreign As-
sumptionists worked in Romania, 
while 23 Romanians have made 
perpetual profession within the 
Congregation.

HISTORY

“Witness of God under Communism”

Fr. Lucian Dincă, superior of the 
Bucharest community, was able to 
consult the files of the Assumption-
ists in the archives of the “Secu-
rity”, the sinister political police of 
the Romanian Communist regime. 
Below are some excerpts from the 
preface of this work, accessible in 
Romanian and also in French.1

In this work, I will present the 
iconic figures of Assumptionists 
who suffered prison under the 
Communist regime and who have 
dossiers in their names for be-
ing sued to find charges against 
them and have them convicted. 
They were all part of the Greco-
Catholic rite and that this Church 
was suppressed in Romania by 
government decree in 1948. 
All the Assumptionists entered 
the resistance, without accept-
ing any compromise, either with 
the State, or with the Orthodox 
Church that promised them high 
status should they decide to make 
the change to this Church. (. . .)

The reader made himself fa-
miliar with this book, first, with 
the French Fathers who were ac-
tive in their mission at the IFEB, 
(then) the figures of the Roma-
nian fathers who held the torch 
of Assumptionist charism in Com-

munist Romania: Fathers Berinde 
Stefan, Liviu Lelutiu, Bernard 
Stef, Teofil Pop, and Vamvulescu 
Anton, and Fathers Emilian In-
drea and Petru Bîrsan. The ques-
tion that remained with me after 
my reading of more than 10,000 
pages of 28 dossiers of the Secu-
rity is the following: what would 
we have done in their place in the 
context that was theirs? That is 
why I bear no judgment, no accu-
sation, no ulterior motive either 
on their lives, or in their choices 
on how they lived their religious 
lives. (. . .)

In the dossiers of the Security 
there are some things to take and 
some things to let go. All is not 
true, all is not false, and often the 
officers had to write their reports 
or extract statements from in-
formants or defendants to make 
themselves look good to their 
superiors. Everyone was chas-
ing everyone else. Everyone in-
formed on everyone. Therefore, 
in my analysis I tried to maintain 
a certain balance in my affirma-
tions, all the while also presenting 
the opinions of the officers to see 
how far their zeal or the Marxist-
Leninist indoctrination that dom-
inated the country for 44 years 
could go.

The only thing that motivated 
the Assumptionists through-
out this entire adventure during 
the traversing of the dark tun-
nel, wherein they didn’t see the 
end, was the faith that they were 
sharing in the sacrifice of Christ, 
who did not wish to be consid-
ered equal to God, but emptied 
himself, taking the condition of a 
servant to the point of dying, and 
dying on a cross (Eph 2:6-9). 

1 Témoins du Christ sous le communisme. Les Pères assomptionnistes dans les dos-
siers policiers de la Securitate roumaine, de Lucian Dincă. Ed. Orizons, 602 p., 49 €.
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Threatened with death after their attempt 
to escape, they were arrested in Valence 
(Drôme). Not retaining any anti-citizen 
activity against them, the revolution-
ary authorities had them sent back to Vi-
gan where they were imprisoned for two 
years. Some of their parents had preceded 
them in the dungeon, such as their cousin 
Marie-Elisabeth de Guibal de Combescure, 
wife of Viscount Bonald. Prison was their 

Emmanuel d’Alzon is best known for 
his male friendships. He liked to sur-
round himself with men with whom 

to share the same goals: the search for 
God, the defense of religion, the education 
of young people, the unity and mission of 
the Church. He met them on the paths of 
his ministry or his political commitment, 
through the great debates of his time and 
of course within the congregation itself. 
But those around him could also be very 
feminine.

The women of his childhood

Her mother, Marie-Jeanne-Clémence Fa-
ventines de Montredon (1788-1860), was 
the daughter of Louis Faventines of Mon-
tredon and his wife Anne-Françoise Liron 
of Airolles. She was also the niece of Clé-
ment de Faventines, lord of Condamine, 
and his wife Louise- Marie-Joséphine, born 
Daudé d’Alzon. Without children, this cou-
ple legally adopted the little one Clémence 
in 1802. She thus became the sole heir to 
their immense fortune. Indeed :

‘’The Faventines, former general farm-
ers under the last two kings, had acquired 
a considerable fortune and very honestly, 
because they were never, even at the worst 
hours of the Terror, the object of the slight-
est suspicion. They had added to their heri-
tage hereditary property of the viscounty of 
d’Alzon, other lands in the Cévennes and an 
immense territory in the Hérault plain.’’ (1)

Like many aristocrats, they were de-
nounced during the French Revolution. 

Father d’Alzon and women
Part 1: A pampered childhood
Which women counted in the life of Father d’Alzon? What was their 
role in his vocation and their place in his ministry? But at a time 
when the Church faces numerous scandals, our Founder reminds 
us of the essentials in the relationship with women: great personal 
purity and respect for the freedom of others. 

POSTULATION

Marie Clémence de Faventines, Viscountess 
d’Alzon (1788-1860)
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His mother Clémence: a 
cheerful and determined 
chatelaine

Unlike Clémence, Emmanu-
el’s mother, was of a lively and 
cheerful nature, quick to speak. 
responds and quick to attack 
if necessary. Father Emmanuel 
Bailly did not know her person-
ally, but he paints a detailed por-
trait of her thanks to the confi-
dences of Father d’Alzon:

“She had made Lavagnac a 
home of spirit, life and enthusi-
asm. His faith and works recalled 

salvation. Released in 1795, they 
were able to return to their house 
in Vigan, La Condamine, and find 
all their belongings thanks to An-
dré Henri Daudé d’Alzon (1774-
1864).

Raised far from his parents and 
without fortune, Henri had also 
been taken in by his cousins from 
Vigan. He found a family among 
them. Having to provide for his 
needs, he exercised the modest 
job of clerk. Appointed prosecu-
tor responsible for the recovery 
of family property, Henri carried 
out his mission marvelously. He 
did not yet know that this success 
would ensure his own home a 
very enviable financial situation: 
“The fortune of the d’Alzons, esti-
mated at several million francs, 
consisted above all of vast and 
rich estates extending especially 
around the castle of Lavagnac and 
the ancestral home of Vigan. All 
belonged to the mother. » (2)

His father Henri: a calm and 
reserved temperament

Clémence therefore met her fu-
ture husband within the family 
home. Henri d’Alzon was his dis-
tant cousin and became her hus-
band in 1806. Deprived too early 
of the affection of his family, he 
had

learned to keep his feelings to 
himself. With a calm tempera-
ment, he counted his words. This 
reserved character did not pre-
vent an excellent relationship 
with his children, even at a dis-
tance. In testimony of this is the 
correspondence of young Em-
manuel with his “dad”, deputy in 
Paris: “I beg that this House and 
these ministers do not make you 
forget your little darlings who al-
ways think of you. Farewell, my 
dear dad. I am and always will be 
your very affectionate son. »

POSTULATION

Father d’Alzon in his portrait at 10 years old

the great Christian woman and 
the noble chatelaine of another 
age. It is said that his son, had, in 
his character as in his mind, more 
than one trait of resemblance 
with his mother, to whom he at-
tributed a large part in his early 
education. This great Christian 
had placed the castle on a foot-
ing of princely distinction, which 
imposed it on all guests and sig-
nificantly raised the level of the 
children; a remarkable simplic-
ity further added to this stamp of 
dignity and grandeur. »
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soup. As a child, Emmanuel hid 
behind the door to listen to them 
talk between them and wanted to 
understand what they were going 
through.

The Viscountess was less ac-
commodating with her employ-
ees, farmers or sharecroppers, 
especially during the bad years 
when they could no longer pay 
the royalty: she had noticed that 
they still came to the castle to 
stock up on wine that the vis-
count gave them for free: “What’s 
the point of tormenting them?,” he 
said to his wife. If they didn’t have 
harvest, they cannot pay what 
they owe us. - Without doubt, she 
replied, but what are they look-
ing for here? - Hey! wine, since 
they don’t have any. » The water 
not being there favorite drink in 
this wine-growing region, the vis-

Between mother and son, a 
relationship of affection and 
respect

The relationship between 
D’Alzon and his mother was 
always marked by great ten-
derness, troubled only by Em-
manuel’s repeated requests to 
collect his share in advance of 
inheritance. Both suffered from 
it, and D’Alzon first, in the face 
of maternal reproaches concern-
ing the management of his works. 
For her part, the mother suffered 
from disappointing him when 
she considered refusal prefer-
able to everyone’s interests. Fa-
ther D’Alzon was independent 
financially for his establishment 
in Nîmes, but unfortunately not 
for his works, that the family fi-
nanced almost entirely. However, 
nothing could undermine the af-
fection and esteem that they held 
for each other. Siméon Vailhé will 
say that “this mother loved noth-
ing so much after God than his 
Emmanuel” (3).

Inheriting his mother’s 
generosity excluding any 
lavishness

One day when Emmanuel once 
again asked the Viscountess for 
a large sum to pay off an urgent 
debt, a brave woman visiting La-
vagnac witnessed the dissatisfac-
tion of the mother and saw fit to 
deplore with her the imprudence 
of the son. The response was 
scathing: “If my son had spent all 
that money on disorder and de-
bauchery, we would find no fault; 
it’s for God, we fall on him. Know, 
Madam, what a glory it is. » (4)

Provident in the management 
of her fortune, Clémence never-
theless showed herself to be as 
generous as his son. She had es-
tablished near the castle a refuge 
for beggars to serve them a daily 

countess eventually gave in and 
joined forces with the generosity 
of her husband.

The friend of the poor, the 
model of the rich

Mgr Besson gave a glowing por-
trait of Clémence: “A mother, at 
the same time gentle, strong, ami-
able

and gracious, the friend of the 
poor, the model of the rich, the 
providence and charm of all coun-
try. » (5) This character rubbed 
off on Father d’Alzon, who rec-
ognized it. Three days after her 
death, he declared: “My mother 
had to suppress, all her life, a char-
acter of the type of that of Mr. her 
son. » (6)

Both had a noble and strong 
character, the spontaneity of peo-

The child with the bird 
painted by Marie Pauline Lebrun on September 20, 1824



25

POSTULATION



with the sole desire to please 
them. We could barely guess what 
she wanted as she hid her disap-
pointments or torments under 
an always smiling face. Voluntary 
victim of his duty, she spent her 
life forgetting herself by persuad-
ing others that she had reached 
the most perfect happiness.

On the day of her death, which 
was also her father’s birthday, 
she had the courage to tell him to 
make a bouquet of flowers that 
Henri kept as a relic. She vowed 
a real worship of his father. But 
she was also very close to her 
brother. On her birthday in 1853, 
having received from Emmanuel 
wishes for a long life, she replied 
to him: “Today, there is forty years 
that I have loved you. » (7)

The little ones have long re-
membered his charity. A peasant 
woman testifies: “For thirty-five 
years, I have only thought of God 
and Miss Augustine. When she 
arrived, it seemed like it was the 
Blessed Virgin who appeared. She 
was so good, so humble! She took 
the last seat or even sat on the 
floor, when she came to our house, 
and then, there, she taught us little 
children school, taught us to read, 
to sew; she taught us catechism 
and she killed herself to the task. 
We offered her to rest, to have 
something; she didn’t even want 
to accept a glass of water, she who 
gave so much alms! Mrs d’Alzon 
happened to pass through the vil-
lage, as she feared and blamed 
the excesses of dedication of her 
daughter. » (8)

Marie-Françoise was born on 
May 18, 1819. Emmanuel nick-
named her “Positive Marion”. 
Their bond was so close that they 
joined in their deepest aspira-
tions and especially in faith. Ev-
ery summer, still in college and 
even after, Emmanuel took care 

ple from the South, a spirit biting 
and sometimes even mocking. 
This could create sparks when 
they defended opposing interests 
face to face. In the South of France, 
the response often follows close-
ly the attack. Fortunately, since 
childhood, Emmanuel had the gift 
of humbly recognizing his wrongs 
and he immediately asked for for-
giveness. If he was not always in 
control of his nerves, he always 
knew how to be of his will.

Two little sisters...

Augustine-Marie-Jeanne was 
born on March 21, 1813. Three 
years younger than Emmanuel, 
companion of her childhood 
games, she did not marry and re-
mained with her parents all her 
life.

A painter in her spare time, she 
had the gift of wonderfully cap-
turing the traits of a personal-
ity. both literally and figuratively. 
She was filled with a great love of 
the poor who seemed hereditary 
in this family. As cultured as her 
brother, she spoke several lan-
guages like him. Her faith was en-
lightened and deep.

Emmanuel for a moment want-
ed to marry her to one of his best 
friends, who unfortunately dis-
dained it. Already shy, Augustine 
withdrew further into herself. 
Her insight made her notice the 
faults of each suitor. “She knew 
how to want to refuse, never to ac-
cept,” commented Father d’Alzon 
one day. Augustine thought of the 
convent, before giving it up see-
ing the difficulties and disadvan-
tages. She finally decided to stay 
with her parents, “free and con-
fined at the same time”, and lived 
in self-sacrifice and disinterest-
edness until his premature death 
at the age of 47.

Augustine obeyed her parents 
like a child. All her life, she sac-
rificed her tastes and her desires 

of her education, made her read 
and corrected her homework. 
He knew how to transmit to her 
the nobility and strength of his 
character. This preparation will 
be very useful when it comes to 
overcome the trials and sorrows 
of her existence.

In 1837, she married Jacques 
Anatole de Chastenet, Viscount 
of Puységur (1813-1851). Two 
tragedies would soon darken 
their happiness. Returning from 
Austria where the couple had 
visited the Count of Chambord, 
Anatole fell seriously ill. Narrow-
ly escaping upon death, he never 
regained his health and died six 
years later after much suffering. 
Before the trip, in the fall of 1845, 
the couple had barely lost a little 
girl. aged five years. She fell to her 
death on the steps of the Lavag-
nac chapel after

having placed a bouquet at 
the altar of the Virgin. This sec-
ond niece was the joy of Father 
d’Alzon

and the separation was very 
painful to him. But he recognizes 
that she helped him to give defi-
nitely to God:

“The memory of my poor Mar-
the is still there; I miss her every-
where. I blame myself for not hav-
ing gone to visit her little grave. 
Poor little angel! It was good for 
me that she was leaving, and God, 
who arranges everything with 
love, has charged her with untying 
many bonds, which, without her 
in heaven, would have been very 
hard for me to break. Amen. » (9)

Despite their trials, this couple 
allowed the D’Alzon family to sur-
vive. In 1896, a granddaughter of 
Marie-Françoise marries Count 
Robert de Suez d’Aulan. Their de-
scendants resided in Lavagnac 
and operated the estate without 
interruption until its sale to a Jap-
anese company in 1996.

POSTULATION
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brought to domination. Finally, 
the example of his father, a man 
of religion and great righteous-
ness, was in itself “preaching and 
the best brake”.

We can judge from these lines 
that Henri wrote for Emmanuel 
on the eve of his first commu-
nion: “I spoke to you sometimes 
about your too ardent taste for 
pleasure. Some innocent as those 
you can take, you must neverthe-
less try, my dear child, to moder-
ate the attraction with which you 
approach it. From permissible 
pleasures that we take without 
restraint one passes imperceptibly 
to those who are not. It is by this 
path that the demon seeks espe-
cially to make poor young people 
fall into the traps he sets for their 
innocence. The older you get, the 
more effort he will make to make 
you lose yours and diminish the 
horror that you must have for ev-
erything that can tarnish in you 
your holy virtue of purity. Oh ! my 
poor Emmanuel, neglect nothing 
to preserve this precious treasure! 
In this great day when the good 
Lord is going to give you so many 
graces, pray to him from the bot-
tom of your heart to grant you this 
one in particular, Ask him to also 
grant you that of correcting you 
in all faults to which you can rec-

…and a brother
Between Augustine and Marie-

Françoise, we often forget the 
little brother. Jules-Marie-Esprit, 
born June 2, 1816, a Pentecost 
Sunday. Unfortunately, he was re-
called to heaven two years after-
wards, so that Emmanuel spent 
most of his childhood with his 
two sisters, especially Augustine 
(10).

Jules’ godfather was Cardi-
nal Jules Gabrielli, to whom the 
D’Alzon family had offered hos-
pitality in 1814 at La Condamine. 
Emperor Napoleon I held him 
prisoner in France, like Pope Pius 
VII, for five years. He was finally 
assigned to Vigan. He stayed with 
them for two and a half months 
and taught Clémence Italian. Re-
turning to Rome, the cardinal 
agreed to be the child’s godfather.

A primary education in a 
protective and rather feminine 
environment

From his mother, Emmanuel 
learned charity but also rigor. 
The lesson was very useful to 
him, both his disdain for money 
and his character as a great lord 
exposed him to confusing charity 
and prodigality. The company of 
his sisters probably softened the 
rough edges of his temperament. 

ognize yourself subject, and above 
all, above all finally, that of never 
mortally offend him. » (11)

About his childhood, D’Alzon 
regretted having been raised “in 
a hothouse”, surrounded by the 
love of his family and protected 
from bad influences. Sometimes 
we want contrary to what we 
have known. But it is permissible 
here to wonder: the young Em-
manuel would he have developed 
the same purity in a boarding 
school? Would he have preserved 
his piety in contact of comrades 
less fervent than him? Would he 
have had the same ease in relat-
ing to others, whatever his en-
vironment, far from Lavagnac 
where lords, servants and peas-
ants formed a family? Would he 
have developed the same horror 
of pride in a school of young arro-
gant or sometimes haughty aris-
tocrats? His purity and his faith 
could only be consolidated over 
time. next to loved ones who set 
a good example for him.

P. Vincent LECLERCQ

General Postulator
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1) Siméon Vailhé, Life of Father Em-
manuel d’Alzon volume 1, p. 17-18.
2) Id. p. 132
3) Id. p. 20
4) Id. p. 20
5) Id. p. 12.
6) Id. p. 132
7) Id. p. 28.
8) Ibid.
9) Cf Letter from Father d’Alzon to 
Marie-Eugénie de Jésus, October 
21, 1845.
10) Siméon Vailhé, Life of Father 
Emmanuel d’Alzon volume 1, p. 11.
11) The ceremony should have tak-
en place in May 1824 in the Saint-
Thomas-d’Aquin church where Em-
manuel had attended catechism. 
Due to a lung infection, it was post-
poned until July 1, 1824 in
the Saint-Sulpice church. Cf Letters 
from Father d’Alzon, t. I, page 430 
and n. 3, to Marie-Eugénie de Jé-
sus, May 20 1854.

Appeal of the last victims of terror at Saint Lazare prison (1794)
Painting by Müller, former student of Gros
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According to our 34th Gen-
eral Chapter, “preven-
tion against sexual abuse 

of minor or vulnerable persons 
and the fight against all forms of 
abuse must become everywhere 
major, central and priority sub-
jects for the Church and for the 
Assumption ‘’(n. 237). The same 
spirit led the workshop orga-
nized from November 6 to 10 in 
Rome by the Union of General Su-
periors (UISG/USG).

133 people responsible for the 
protection of minors from 90 in-
stitutes came together male and 
female. The objectives of this 
time of discussion and formation 
were: to introduce effective prog-
ress towards a culture of protec-
tion, learning about the reality 
and experiences of abuse in so-
ciety and in the Church, explore 
the treatment of allegations and 
the care to bring to the victims, 
as well as communication with 
the people directly or indirectly 
concerned by cases of abuse, and 
finally learn to prevent abuse in 
our communities and places of 
apostolate.

The workshop constituted a 
fraternal framework of mutual 
knowledge, formation and shar-
ing of information for the grad-
ual establishment of a culture of 
protection against various forms 
of abuse within our communi-
ties and our works. It was mainly 
about us to listen to our experi-
ences, to listen to victims/sur-

vivors of abuse (sexual or spiri-
tual), to share knowledge on the 
reality of abuse in the Church. 
It also wore on what should be 
done with allegations of abuse, 
how to collect them, respect for 
rights and the dignity of the vic-
tim as well as the accused per-
son, the support to be provided 
equally to each other as well as 
to the community and to society.

The atmosphere of trust and 
openness, sharing and prayer 
helped to create an environment 
that encouraged participants to 
think, easily ask questions and 
engage in fruitful exchanges 
around various linguistic tables 
enriched by cultural diversity of 
members.

In detail, it involved formation 
in the stages of establishing the 
culture of safeguarding, through 
protection and prevention 
against all forms of abuse. But 
before this, it was necessary to 
start by sharing the information 
allowing us to take stock of the 
situation of abuse of children and 
vulnerable adults, including nuns 
and young people in formation.

The participants were particu-
larly struck by listening to the tes-
timony of two survivors (victims) 
of abuse. The pain and effects of 
the abuse on their lives were evi-
dent in what they shared. These 
testimonies aroused a desire for 
more sustained commitment on 
the part of the participants, to 

make the Church and our various 
congregations safe places where 
everyone, children and adults, 
should feel safe from possible 
abuse. This commitment actu-
ally consists of raising awareness 
among members of congrega-
tions to the need for respect for 
people and personal and collec-
tive commitment to ensure ev-
eryone has the protection they 
need. In short, this workshop 
was a time of reflection from 
which the members of the Inter-
national Union of General Supe-
riors (UISG/USG) are committed 
to creating a culture of protec-
tion and making this evangelical 
culture effective in the different 
congregations and ministries of 
the members.

Fr KAMBALE KAHONGYA Thierry

General Assistant, Referent of the 

Congregation

for the Protection of Minors and 

Vulnerable Persons (Rome)

In Rome, the congregations are undertaking long-term work to raise 
religious awareness and religious organizations to prevent abuse of 
minors or vulnerable people. 

Create a culture
of protection against abuse

INITIATIVE
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So that AA News
can “talk” about you, 

please send information about the life

of the Assumption in your countries

to the General Secretariat 

michel.kubler@gmail.com 

before the end of each 
General Council.  
Thanks especially 

for sending photos and 
illustrations.

 

 

Assunzione@mclink.it

Editor

Michel KUBLER, General Secretary

† Father Libert LOWET, of the 
Province of Europe, died on 
October 25, 2023, in Leuven 
(Belgium). His funeral was 
celebrated on October 31, in 
Saint-Gertrude de Leuven Church. 
He was 97.

† Father Claude MARÉCHAL, 
of the Albertville community 
(European Province), died on 
October 28, 2023, in Albertville, 
France. His funeral was 
celebrated on November 3, in 
the Chapel of Notre-Dame des 
Vignes. He was 88.

† Father Roberto FAVRE, of 
the Nuestra Señora de Lourdes 
community (Andean Province), 
died on December 28, 2023, 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
His funeral was celebrated on 
December 29, in the sanctuary 
of the Nuestra Señora of Lourdes 
in Buenos Aires. His internment 
followed in the crypt of the 
community. He was 90.

† Brother Michel BELLANGER, 
of the Albertville community 
(European Province), died on 
December 29, 2023, in Albertville, 
France. His funeral was 
celebrated on January 3, in the 
chapel of Notre-Dame de Vignes. 
He was 91.
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